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The  Forks  of  the  Ohio  River,  modern  Pittsburgh’s  “Golden  Triangle,” 
was  an  eighteenth-century  magnet  attracting  Indians,  trappers,  land-hungry 
men,  and  the  imperial  armies  of  Britain  and  France.  So  intense  was  the 
competition  that  within  ten  years  four  successive  forts  were  built  on  the  site. 
The  last  one.  Fort  Pitt,  symbolized  England’s  victory  and  the  removal  of 
the  French  and  Indian  barrier  to  westward  expansion.  In  the  next  fifty 
years,  Pittsburgh  boomed  with  the  business  of  merchants  and  traders  who 
provisioned  the  flatboats  and  wagons  of  the  settlers  headed  west. 


The  Fort  Pitt  Museum,  built  on  the  site  of  one  of  the  bastions  of  the 
original  Fort  Pitt,  recounts  this  tale  of  men  and  events  and  emphasizes  the 
most  colorful  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  Forks,  the  French  and  Indian 
War,  whose  outcome  determined  the  destiny  of  colonial  America. 


The  beginning  of  that  war  was  the  beginning  of  George  Washington’s 
career  in  public  life.  The  first  battle,  in  1754,  was  fought  between  a force 
of  Virginians  commanded  by  young  Major  Washington,  who  was  acting  for 
the  Royal  Governor,  and  a force  sent  out  from  Fort  Duquesne,  the  French 
stockade  at  the  Forks.  Washington’s  surrender  at  Fort  Necessity  (near 
present-day  Uniontown)  signalled  the  failure  of  three  British  efforts  to 
dislodge  the  French  from  the  Forks  of  the  Ohio. 


Cover  illustration:  “The  Day  Pittsburgh  Was  Born,”  by  William  Charles  Libby, 
portrays  the  arrival  of  General  John  Forbes  at  the  Forks  of  the  Ohio  on 
November  25,  1758,  one  day  after  the  French  had  burned  and  abandoned 
Fort  Duquesne. 


The  second  effort,  even  more  disastrous  for  the  British  than  the  first, 
was  General  Braddock’s  famous  and  ill-starred  expedition  of  the  following 
year.  After  Braddock’s  defeat  and  death,  the  British  waited  three  years  to 
launch  their  third  and  finally  successful  campaign.  This  one  was  led  by 
General  John  Forbes,  who  hacked  out  the  famous  “Forbes  Trail,”  a road 
and  supply  line  across  the  mountains  to  the  Forks.  So  successful  was  he 
that  the  French,  realizing  the  futility  of  opposing  such  a force,  blew  up  Fort 
Duquesne  and  retreated  ahead  of  Forbes’  army  without  firing  a shot. 

To  assure  their  dominance  at  the  source  of  the  Ohio,  regarded  by  all 
as  the  key  to  the  western  country,  the  British  built  Fort  Pitt,  the  largest 
and  most  sophisticated  fortress  on  the  American  frontier.  Fort  Pitt  was 
completed  in  1761,  but  the  French  threat  ended  in  1763  with  the  signing 
of  the  Peace  of  Paris  by  which  France  lost  Canada  and  abandoned  her 
other  North  American  claims.  Thus  the  huge  fort  never  faced  the  siege 
by  the  eighteenth-century  army  which  it  was  designed  to  withstand. 


In  1763  Fort  Pitt  came  under  prolonged  Indian  attack  during  the 
Pontiac  Rebellion,  but  Colonel  Bouquet’s  relief  expedition  won  a startling 
victory  over  the  Indians  at  the  battle  of  Bushy  Run  and  pushed  on  to  aid 
the  beleaguered  fort.  The  fort  and  the  settlement  around  it  became  important 
as  a trading  post  and  negotiating  place  for  Indians  and  settlers.  The  British 
garrison  withdrew  in  1772,  and  in  1792  the  fort  was  abandoned. 
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Located  in  Point  State  Park  between  the  Fort  Pitt  and  Fort  Duquesne  bridges 
and  across  Commonwealth  Place  from  Gateway  Center,  the  Fort  Pitt  Museum  is  easily 
reached  from  any  of  the  main  routes  which  enter  Pittsburgh. 


The  Fort  Pitt  Museum  is  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission.  In  the  William  Pitt  Memorial  Hall  the  visitor  sees  a large  mural  and 
a series  of  floor  mosaics  by  the  American  artist,  Harry  Jackson.  In  the  center  of 
the  Hall  is  a model  of  Fort  Pitt,  twenty  feet  in  diameter,  with  a recorded  narration 
heard  through  individual  earphones  while  small  spotlights  point  out  the  features  as 
they  are  discussed.  Sixty  exhibits  in  the  main  museum  area  illustrate  the  early  Indian 
culture  in  western  Pennsylvania,  the  era  of  the  fur  trader,  the  conflict  between  England 
and  France  for  control  of  the  Ohio  country,  and  Pittsburgh  as  it  appeared  m 1800. 
Among  the  displays  are  life-size  replicas  of  a fully  stocked  trader’s  cabin,  a soldiers 
barracks  room,  and  an  early  Pittsburgh  parlor.  The  Fort  Pitt  Museum  will  also  serve 
as  a center  for  scholarly  study  of  early  western  Pennsylvania  history. 


Visiting  Hows:  Weekdays,  9:30  A.M.-4:30  P.M.;  Sunday,  12:00  noon-4:30  P.M. 
Visiting  hours  subject  to  change.  Museum  closed  on  certain  holidays. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE  TO  TEACHERS 

Planned  tours  and  special  programs  for  school  classes  may  be  arranged  by  con- 
tacting the  museum.  Programs  are  designed  to  suit  different  age  groups  and  interests 
Inquiries  concerning  educational  services  should  be  directed  to  the  Curator,  Fort  Pitt 
Museum,  Point  State  Park,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  15222.  Telephone.  Code  412, 

281-9284. 


